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THIRD EXPERTS’ MEETING OF THE JOINT ENVIRONET AND WP-STAT TASK TEAM ON 

OECD RIO MARKERS, ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT FINANCE STATISTICS 

Summary 

1. The overarching goal of the Joint ENVIRONET and WP-STAT Task Team on improvement of 

Rio markers, environment and development finance statistics is to ensure that DAC methodologies and 

data remain the reference for the international community in measuring external development finance 

related to climate change, biodiversity, desertification and other environmental concerns.  In taking 

forward the work programme the Task Team has previously convened twice, in March and June of 2014. 

2. The Third Experts’ meeting of the Task Team was held in the afternoon of 18 September 2014 at 

the OECD in Paris, France, following a half-day training workshop on accessing and using the OECD 

DAC Rio markers and environment-related development finance statistics. Participation in the Third 

Experts’ Task Team meeting was high and included over 50 participants representing 19 OECD DAC 

member, as well as representatives from Ethiopia, Indonesia, Philippines, Zambia, the Independent 

Alliance of Latin America and the Caribbean (AILAC), Secretariats from the Global Mechanism of the UN 

Convention to Combat Desertification, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the 

Convention on Biodiversity, representatives from bilateral and international financial institutions 

(Development Bank for Latin America, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, European 

Investment Bank, International Finance Corporation, KfW Development Bank), as well as a range of 

international organisations and research institutes (including UNISDR, UNDP, E3G, Development 

Initiatives, South Centre, North South University of Bangladesh and Zambia Institute of Environmental 

Management). 

3. The mini-meeting reviewed improvements and progress in members’ reporting to the OECD 

DAC on environment-related Official Development Assistance (ODA) and Other Official Flows (OOF), 

and considered next steps to refine proposals to improve the climate change adaptation and mitigation Rio 

marker definitions. The mini-meeting concluded with an update on progress against the overall Task Team 

work plan, and a discussion on future work and extension of the Task Team mandate into 2015. The main 

points of discussion included: 

 Progress report from members on reporting to DAC on environment-related ODA and OOF: 

Enormous progress has been made on improvements to the timeliness and coverage of reporting to the 

DAC - to date 19 members have reported on 2013 Rio marker data. Almost all members will be able to 

provide at least an aggregate figure on 2013 climate-related aid commitments in time for the special 

reporting exercise being carried out this year for the UNFCCC COP20 in December. Coverage of 

environment-related disbursements data is improving but not complete for all members. An 

explanatory narrative was discussed, and will accompany any presentation of disbursement data. 

Coverage of OOF is still low and members outlined the complexity of reporting on these flows. Co-

facilitator Mr. Maher Mamhikoff strongly encouraged members to work through these issues and to 

start reporting on environment-related OOF, as it is likely to become compulsory as part of the Post-

2015 development finance framework.  

Follow up: Members who have not already, are requested to report standard CRS data on 2013 flows 

(including climate markers) ASAP, or to alternatively provide an aggregate figure on climate-related 

ODA by the end of October for the special reporting exercise. Members are asked to provide written 

comments on Room Document 9, in particular the disbursements narrative by 10 October, with a view 

to publish this alongside disbursement data in future flyers, from late November 2014. 
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 Proposals for next steps to “fine-tune” improvements to the Rio markers eligibility criteria, 

examples and guidance: A number of members expressed their willingness to form small working 

groups to develop with the Secretariat proposed revisions and consolidated guidelines for the climate 

change adaptation and mitigation Rio markers. It was requested that the guidance coming out of this 

work be kept short and as non-technical as possible to support the easy adoption and application of any 

revisions. In the context of future work, members noted that there would be value in extending the 

review to the biodiversity and desertification markers in 2015, noting that there may be merit in taking 

a holistic approach, but recognising also that it may be more feasible to finish the revisions to the 

climate Rio markers, before others. 

Follow up: Participants are invited to volunteer for the small working groups to develop consolidated 

guidelines to revise the climate adaptation and mitigation markers, the timing dependant on members’ 

availability (small working groups may be convened from Q4 of 2014 or Q1 of 2015).  Proposed 

revisions will be shared with the Task Team before recommendations are submitted to the WP-STAT 

for approval, with a view to making a proposal for the WP-STAT at its first meeting in 2015. 

Participants are invited to share experiences and examples with the Secretariat of refined eligibility 

criteria and guidance by 10 October.  

 Status of the Task Team work plan and extension of mandate to 2015: Progress under the Task 

Team to date was assessed relative to the original work plan and priorities agreed by Task Team 

members in March. This included updates on work steams not covered in depth in the mini meeting, 

including i) the status of Multilateral Development Bank’s (MDB) reporting to the DAC on climate 

finance flows – noting that now all MDBs have reported at least preliminary data to the DAC, and 

updating members on the status of extending the coverage of “green” multilateral flows to a wider 

range of international organisations and funds; ii) developing the evidence base to support more 

quantitative reporting on the Rio Conventions; and iii) on communication and outreach activities. The 

future work plan of the Task Team was also discussed, alongside a proposal for more pragmatic and 

targeted future ways of working, including greater use of teleconferences, and advancing specific 

issues through small working groups. Members supported these proposals. In terms of priorities for 

areas of work next year, participants emphasised continuing work on the quantification of Rio marker 

data to report to the Rio Conventions, and on increasing the identification and integration of data on 

“green” multilateral flows. 

Follow up: Members will be invited, through ENVIRONET and WP-STAT channels, to approve by 

written procedure the extension of the Task Team mandate into 2015. Members are invited to suggest 

convenient dates and locations for the Fourth and Fifth Task Team meetings in March/April and 

September/October of 2015 respectively. 

Next Steps 

4. Members are invited to provide comments by 10 October on: 

 Room Document 9: Status of reporting on Rio-marked ODA commitments, disbursements and 

OOF. 

 Room Document 10: Next steps to refine proposals for improvements to the adaptation and 

mitigation Rio markers. 
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THIRD EXPERTS’ MEETING OF THE JOINT ENVIRONET AND WP-STAT TASK TEAM ON 

OECD RIO MARKERS, ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT FINANCE STATISTICS 

MAIN POINTS OF DISCUSSION 

Introduction 

5. The Third Experts’ Meeting of the Joint ENVIRONET and WP-STAT Task Team on OECD Rio 

Markers, Environment and Development Finance Statistics built on the First and Second Experts’ meetings 

of the Task Team held in March and June of 2014. The Third Experts’ meeting was organised as a half day 

“mini meeting”, following a morning training workshop with partner countries and interested others on 

accessing and using OECD DAC Rio markers and environment-related development finance statistics (see 

information box below). 

6. The objectives of the Third Experts’ meeting were to:  

 To review progress and improvements in members’ reporting to the OECD DAC on 

environment-related Official Development Assistance (ODA) and Other Official Flows (OOF), 

including the special reporting exercise for 2013 flows and to discuss the presentation of 

disbursement data. 

 To consider next steps to refine proposals to improve the Rio marker climate change adaptation 

and mitigation definitions so as to improve the quality of data collection, with  a view to making 

a recommendation to the DAC Working Party on Development Finance Statistics (WP-STAT) on 

consolidated guidelines at its first meeting in 2015. 

 To provide an update on progress against the Task Team work programme, and discuss a 

proposal for the future work programme and extension of the Task Team mandate into 2015. 

7.  Participation in the Third Experts’ Task Team meeting was high and included over 50 

participants representing 19 OECD DAC member, as well as representatives from Ethiopia, Indonesia, 

Philippines, Zambia, the Independent Alliance of Latin America and the Caribbean (AILAC), Secretariats 

from the Global Mechanism of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on Biodiversity, representatives from bilateral 

and international financial institutions (Development Bank for Latin America, European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development, European Investment Bank, International Finance Corporation, KfW 

Development Bank), as well as a range of international organisations and research institutes (including 

UNISDR, UNDP, E3G, Development Initiatives, South Centre, North South University of Bangladesh and 

Zambia Institute of Environmental Management).  Please find the full participants list in Annex I. 

8. Dr. Amal-Lee Amin (Co-facilitator and E3G) opened the meeting by reflecting on the success of 

the first two Expert meetings of the Task Team in March and June, which brought together the statistical, 

policy and research communities to explore and identify the priority areas for improving the overall 

relevance of the Rio markers – in particular the quality, coverage, use and communication of the data. Dr. 

Amin highlighted the progress that has been made in a number of areas, including more timely reporting 

(19 members to date have reported on 2013 climate-related aid flows), increasing detail on multilateral 

climate finance flows being identified in the DAC statistical system, improved transparency and 
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understanding on the use of the Rio markers for reporting under the Rio Conventions, and improvements in 

communication of the data, including the updated website, explanatory videos, data visualisation tools, and 

the training workshop held in the morning. 

9. Mr. Maher Mamhikoff (Co-facilitator, Chair of the OECD DAC Working Party on Development 

Finance Statistics and Canada) gave remarks from the perspective of WP-STAT, in particular highlighting 

key elements from the WP-STAT meeting held earlier in the week. These include the approval of a new 

list of sector codes in the energy sector (see [DCD/DAC/STAT(2013)3/REV3], to be implemented in 

2015), progress in discussions on concessionality, and progress in discussions on how to code, track and 

monitor finance flows to and from development finance institutions and trust funds (see 

[DCD/DAC/STAT(2014)9]).  

Training Workshop on Accessing and Using OECD DAC Rio Marker and Environment-related Development 
Finance Statistics 

The training workshop had the following objectives: 

 To provide an introduction to the DAC statistical framework for measuring and monitoring external 
development finance flows;  

 To focus on identification of environment-related finance flows;  

 To highlight the tools available on the OECD website to analyse external financing for development 
targeting environmental concerns in developing countries.  

The Workshop's intended audience was users of the data. Participation in the Workshop included over 35 
participants primarily in representation of a country (DAC and non-DAC). Non-DAC country representatives were from 
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Philippines and Zambia. Other participants came from international organisations, development 
finance institutions, research, think tanks, and the NGO community. A further technical workshop for statistical 
reporting officers applying the markers will be held in 2015-16. Further information is available here.  

Session 1: Round table: Progress report from members on reporting to DAC on environment-related 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) and Other Official Flows (OOF) 

10. This interactive session took stock of members’ reporting to the OECD DAC on the Rio and 

environment markers, including discussing progress in reporting to the DAC by the official deadline of 15 

July, and reviewing the comprehensiveness of Rio-marked disbursement and OOF data. 

11.  Ms. Stephanie Ockenden (OECD Secretariat) gave a presentation outlining the status of 

reporting on Rio-marked commitments, disbursements and OOF (outlined in Room Document 9).  

 There has been a tremendous improvement in the timeliness of reporting; as of 5 September, 20 

members had reported their 2013 CRS files to the Secretariat. Of this, 19 members have applied 

the climate Rio markers to commitment data, with 10 members yet to do so. It was noted that 

timeliness is necessary in order to have relevant data ready in time for key international meetings, 

such as the special reporting exercise on 2013 climate-related ODA flows for the UNFCCC 

Conference of the Parties in December. If members cannot report standard CRS data on 2013 

flows (including climate markers) by the end of September, members are requested to alternatively 

provide an aggregate figure on climate-related aid for the special reporting exercise by the end of 

October.  

 Regarding disbursement data, previous Task Team discussions on the importance of these data to 

provide a closer recipient perspective were reiterated. So far, 16 members have confirmed 

complete coverage of disbursement data. Data is not complete for 3 members, and for 10 members 
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the status has not yet been confirmed. Members were invited to comment on the proposed 

narrative on disbursement data to be included in OECD DAC statistical flyers (see Room 

Document 9), so as to explain clearly what commitment and disbursement data reflects.  

 Regarding OOF, these flows are Rio marked only on a voluntary basis since 2012. While there are 

12 DAC members that report on non-export credit OOF flows to the DAC in general, only 2 

consistently apply the Rio markers at the activity level.  

12. The main points of discussion were as follows: 

 Progress in reporting on ODA commitments: Members who have not yet included the climate 

markers in their reporting of ODA commitments are working hard to get this to the Secretariat as 

soon as possible (Belgium, EU and Ireland). Austria should be able to provide at least an 

aggregate figure. The US highlighted that they may not be able to provide an aggregate figure on 

climate-related ODA commitments by the October deadline, but that they have significantly 

revamped their reporting processes to reconcile their UNFCCC climate finance and Rio marker 

data, increasing the level of internal quality assurance and expert reviews to report more 

comprehensively on Rio marker data in the future. 

 Reporting and presentation of disbursement data: The majority of members support the 

proposal of reporting on and presenting disbursement data, recognising the importance from the 

recipient perspective, and are working to confirm the status of their reporting with the DAC 

Secretariat (if they have not already done so). It was noted that disbursement data is to be 

accompanied by a narrative (as proposed in Room Document 9) to ensure data is not 

misinterpreted. A number of comments were made on the narrative proposed in Room Document 

9, and further comments will be provided in writing before the narrative is finalised for use in the 

OECD DAC statistical flyers.  

 Partner country representatives in the meeting thanked members for their hard work on 

increasing reporting on and improving the narrative around environment-related disbursements, 

highlighting that this data is very important to them.  

 Reporting Other Official Flows: members emphasised the voluntary nature of reporting on 

OOF. Some members outlined that they will not be able to report on OOF owing to complexities, 

whilst other members noted that further reporting on OOF ought to be postponed until discussion 

on the broader measure of total official support for development have concluded. Co-facilitator 

Mr. Mamhikoff reminded members that decisions on the post-2015 development finance 

framework are coming up fast, and that it will almost certainly require members to report on 

OOF, therefore encouraging members to redouble their efforts in this area.  

 Quality assurance: Members shared details on how they are making efforts to improve the 

quality of Rio marking within their organisations. The US outlined that they are involving more 

experts in the Rio marking process and trying to move to a more automated approach. Ireland 

outlined a review exercise recently undertaken, including internal capacity building  and  training 

sessions. Germany expressed that it would be valuable for countries improving their quality 

assurance processes to share their methods and lessons learned. Japan emphasised their approach 

of having a dialogue with partner countries to develop a mutual understanding of each 

development co-operation project. 

Session 2: Proposals for next steps to “fine-tune” improvements to the Rio markers eligibility 

criteria, examples and guidance 

13. This session took stock of members’ comments on the initial proposal for improvements to the 

Rio markers’ eligibility criteria, examples, and guidance circulated at the Second Experts’ meeting of the 
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Task Team in June, pertaining to the climate change adaptation marker and the climate change mitigation 

marker. The objective was for participants to consider next steps for developing consolidated guidance and 

recommended revisions to the statistical reporting directives, to be submitted for approval to WP-STAT 

and the DAC. 

14. Ms. Valérie Gaveau (OECD Secretariat) presented members’ comments on the initial proposal, 

and next steps to refine proposals for improvements to the adaptation and mitigation Rio markers, as 

reflected in Room Document 10. Members had made the following comments on the initial proposal: 

 Regarding adding additional examples of projects to be marked with the mitigation marker, 

members suggested drawing on the MDB and IDFC methodologies. Members also provided 

additional examples, such as energy transmission projects, integrated multi-sectoral projects 

involving strong capacity development components, and social forestry projects.  

 Regarding greater specification of eligibility criteria for the application of the mitigation marker, 

members mentioned that greenhouse gas savings could be used to demonstrate the eligibility of 

large-scale, ambiguous cases such as climate-friendly transport infrastructure or large hydro 

power plants. Members also suggested that MDB principles for brownfield and greenfield energy 

could be considered for implementation, and questioned whether a minimum threshold should be 

established to determine whether an energy efficiency activity should be scored as principal or 

significant. 

 Regarding developing further examples of typical adaptation activities, members noted that this 

would be very useful, but that these examples should be indicative rather than prescriptive. 

 Regarding the introduction of the MDB three-step methodology into the adaptation marker 

eligibility criteria, members noted that this would be useful but that the three steps should be 

presented as good practice rather than as binding criteria. Furthermore, the question was raised as 

to whether a minimum threshold of adaptation relevance in a project should be defined to 

determine whether a project should be scored as principal or significant. 

 Regarding developing a set of FAQs on when to apply the principal marker vs. the significant 

marker, members expressed that adding examples of this would be very helpful, across both 

grants and loans. It was suggested that in this FAQ, a note should be added to say that an 

expected indirect side effect of a project with regard to a Rio objective is not a sufficient 

justification to apply the “significant” score to a project. There was no consensus on the use of 

thresholds to determine scoring. 

 The sixth proposal was to introduce the rule that every activity that is Rio-marked be 

systematically screened for the environment marker. Mr. Mamhikoff clarified that the reason for 

this proposal is that at present it is unclear as to how to interpret an activity that has been marked 

with a Rio marker but not with the environment marker. There is the possibility that some of 

these cases are marking errors; a rule to systematically screen Rio-marked projects for the 

environment marker could reduce this error. In other cases, the decision not to apply the 

environment marker to a Rio-marked project may be justified, particularly in cases where the 

adaptation marker has been applied. In these cases, it may be useful to develop some standard 

justifications in order to help data users to interpret and understand these marking choices.   

15. The main points of discussion were as follows: 

 Forming a small working group to finalise the proposal: Many participants expressed support 

for the proposed approach to take forward this work stream, and a number expressed their 

willingness to form a small working group to work with the Secretariat on outstanding issues in 

order to develop consolidated guidance and finalise the proposals. Some members also raised the 
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issue of resource constraints between now and the end of the year, and that small group work 

may not be able to begin in earnest until Q1 of 2015. It was noted that any work taken forward 

through the small working groups would be shared back with the Task Team before any 

recommendations are developed and submitted to the WP-STAT. 

 Sharing country experiences and examples: A number of members (e.g. Austria, EU, Ireland, 

US) noted that they had interesting experiences, studies and examples that they could share with 

the Task Team and that they could in particular feed into the small working groups working on 

finalising the proposal. For example, the EU offered to share the results of the study conducted 

on applying the Rio markers, and Ireland offered to share country reports explaining the approach 

to applying the principal or significant marker.   

 Format of the guidance to come out of this work: Many members emphasised the necessity of 

keeping the guidance and lists of typical activities relatively short, to increase the user 

friendliness and hence application of any future revisions. Some requested that the guidance be 

catered to non-specialists, so that it can be used by an audience beyond technical experts. 

Regarding illustrative lists of activities, there was a call to include OOF examples as well, to help 

members to extend their Rio marking to these flows.  

 Extending the review to the biodiversity and desertification markers in 2015: Members 

noted the usefulness of the review for the climate markers, and emphasised the need for it to be 

extended to the biodiversity and desertification markers as well, in order to take a holistic 

approach – whilst also noting that it may be more practical to complete the climate markers 

review before moving on to the next phase of work. The CBD Secretariat noted that work on the 

biodiversity marker would be particularly timely given the recent introduction of a reporting 

framework for biodiversity finance and that additional guidance on the application of the 

principal and significant markers for biodiversity would be particularly useful.  

Session 3: Update on Task Team work programme and discussion on the 2015 work programme 

16. The first part of this session provided a status update on the Task Team work programme agreed 

at the First Task Team meeting in March.  It presented in particular the work areas not discussed in detail 

at this mini-meeting, such as: the measurement of “green” multilateral flows within DAC statistics; 

developing the evidence base and exploratory analysis for more quantitative reporting to the Rio 

Conventions based on the Rio marker data; and recent and upcoming communications and outreach. The 

second part of the session discussed further work and the future of the Task Team, namely an extension of 

the mandate to 2015. 

17. The OECD Secretariat presented a status update on the work of the Task Team, as outlined in 

Room Document 11. 

 On the status of MDB’s reporting to the DAC on climate finance flows, the six main MDBs are 

now reporting preliminary project-level data; the African Development Bank, the Asian 

Development Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the European 

Investment Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the World Bank.  The DAC 

Secretariat is at different stages of reconciling these data within the standard CRS reporting, and 

in determining a climate share of their portfolio to be used as a coefficient by the OECD 

Secretariat to calculate imputed multilateral contributions. The Secretariat will provide an update 

to members by teleconference in November. 

 On extending the coverage of “green” multilateral flows to a wider range of international 

organisations and funds, the Task Team shall develop a proposal to submit to WP-STAT in 

February 2015, reflecting on discussions in the Second Experts’ meeting of the Task Team in 
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June and following WP-STAT discussions on the list of ODA eligible organisations and trust 

funds (see paragraph below). 

 Mr. Willem Luijkx (OECD Secretariat) gave an update on proceedings in WP-STAT concerning 

adding to Annex II of the reporting directives, List of ODA-Eligible International Organisations. 

Proposed guidelines include options to require that 75% of board members should be 

governments (allows for private sector participation), that funds must be regional (more than one 

country) or global in scope, that there be a threshold for the size of the fund, and that funds on the 

Annex II list be obliged to report to the DAC. An alternative option to track flows through 

international organisations is also proposed drawing on new channel codes. Members are to pilot 

this approach for three years, and then decide upon whether this is the best way forward. Other 

topics covered were increasing the visibility of donor efforts in specific sectors and countries 

through imputed multilateral contributions and capturing outflows from non-multilateral 

international organisations. 

 On developing the evidence base to support more quantitative reporting to the Rio Conventions, 

the Secretariat have committed to explore the further development of the evidence base as 

outlined in the Second Experts’ meeting of the Task Team. The Secretariat requests for members 

to share available and emerging approaches in the development and use of coefficients. The 

Secretariat will also develop an approach to identify capacity building and technology transfer 

projects with a view to develop a practical methodology for members to do this. This work will 

need to carry over into 2015. 

 On communication and outreach activities, progress has been made on a number of fronts. A data 

visualisation portal is now available for both climate- and biodiversity-related aid, and the 

website has been restructured and refreshed. In terms of outreach, the Rio markers and the work 

of the Task Team has been actively promoted at a number of climate-, desertification- and 

biodiversity-related international conferences and workshops. The Secretariat has recently 

established a relationship with the UNCCD Global Mechanism, with which it will work to ensure 

data consistency across the UNCCD and the DAC, and to produce a desertification-related aid 

flyer and a desertification-related aid data visualisation portal. The Secretariat has produced a 

regional flyer on climate-related aid to Africa, and is looking to extend these to other regions.  

18.  Ms. Stephanie Ockenden (OECD Secretariat) gave an overview of work planned for the last 

quarter of 2014, and a proposed work plan for 2015. In the last quarter of 2014, the work of the Task Team 

is planned as follows: 

 Publication of the Stocktake of Members’ Reporting Practices. 

 The special reporting exercise on 2013 climate-related flows for publication at UNFCCC COP20. 

 Consolidation of data and online access to imputed multilateral climate-related flows, with an 

update provided to members through a teleconference in November.  

 Developing consolidated guidance and refining the recommendations for revisions to the climate 

markers. It is envisaged that this work will be taken forward by a small working group, who 

could potentially co-ordinate through a teleconference in November (noting that this work will 

also continue into 2015). 

 Development of the evidence base to support more quantified reporting based on the Rio marker 

data. Participants are invited to share evidence with the Secretariat (noting that this work will also 

continue into 2015). 

 New statistical flyers and communication activities are envisaged – including on climate-related 

aid to Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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19. In 2015, following ENVIRONET and WP-STAT approval  to extend the Task Team’s mandate 

into 2015 (to be sought by written procedure), the Secretariat proposes to continue to work on the priority 

issues established at the First Experts’ Meeting of the Task Team, and reiterated in the September meeting, 

including the following comments from Members:   

 Increasing transparency on how members are using the Rio marker data to report to the 

Rio Conventions is a priority for many members. The stocktake on members’ reporting practices 

was noted as already having been very useful in this respect. It was noted that the DAC CRS data 

itself is transparent and rigorous, but then each member transforms this data in an opaque, unique 

way to report to the Rio Conventions; this needs to change. The UNCCD Global Mechanism 

offered to share experiences of how they approach quantification using the Rio marker data, and 

the EU was requested to share its revised guidelines for applying the Rio markers and reporting 

to the Rio Conventions.  

 Further work on the treatment of “green” multilateral flows was also highlighted as a 

priority 

 Continued use of the Task Team to discuss improvements and share learnings on improved 

reporting practises related to environmental ODA (commitments and disbursements) and OOF. 

 Further outreach and communication opportunities were noted as desirable, including at 

specific international events and training workshops – both for partner countries and reporting 

officers applying the Rio marker data. Invites and suggestions for DAC Secretariat/Task Team 

participation at key events are welcomed. The data visualisation portals were noted as already 

having improved communication of the data.  

 Keeping the data relevant by improving accessibility and usefulness. Participants from both 

donor and recipient countries emphasised that for the data to be more useful, and in particular to 

get a better sense of the impact of environment-related development finance, it is important to 

capture the inflows of development finance to recipient countries. To provide a more holistic and 

balanced view of public finance targeting environmental objectives, it was also recognised that 

ideally reporting from recipient countries would be captured also.  

20. Task Team members expressed general support for proposed new ways of working in 

particular to take a lighter-touch, more focused approach to the work plan in 2015, including through use 

of small groups working, (comprising participants from both the policy and the statistics community), 

focused teleconferences, and to keep to two in-person Task Team meetings per year, tentatively scheduled 

for March/April and September/October in 2015. Members are invited to propose suitable timing and 

location (noting that this does not have to be held at the OECD).  The Secretariat outlined that work would 

continue to increase outreach through workshops and collaborations at key events and international 

meetings.  

Session 4: Meeting summary, next steps and closing remarks 

21.  Ms. Jan Corfee-Morlot (OECD Secretariat) thanked participants for their high energy and 

goodwill in both the morning workshop and the afternoon meeting. The environmental policy and 

statistical communities mutually reinforce and inspire each other, and it is important to continue to build on 

this going forward. Ms. Corfee-Morlot laid out next steps for the Task Team. She noted that interest and 

enthusiasm in the work of the Task Team has been higher than expected, and that resources to carry out the 

work are strained – therefore, a more pragmatic work programme and ways of working have been 

proposed for next year, to which no participants have expressed opposition. Areas that arose as key 

priorities are quantification of the Rio marker data for reporting to the Conventions, better measuring 

environment-related multilateral flows, and increasing the emphasis on the recipient perspective, which is 

echoed more broadly in the DAC.  
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22. In terms of action points: climate-marked activity-level data needs to be sent to the DAC by the 

end of September, or aggregate-level data by the end of October to be included in a special reporting 

exercise on 2013 climate-related flows; comments on Room Document 9 and Room Document 10 are due 

by 10 October; a teleconference will be held 18
th
 November to discuss how to move forward on 

multilateral flows and on adding organisations to the Annex II list. For the continuation of the mandate of 

the Task Team, an action note will be circulated to WP-STAT and ENVIRONET members, requesting 

approval through written procedure.   

 

 

Further information:  

 

The presentations from the Third Experts’ Meeting of the Task Team are available online here.  

 

The OECD community space site for the Task Team allows members to access, view and download all meeting 

documents, background documents, and members comments. Please see here for further information.   
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la communication – DETEC, Office fédéral de l’environnement (OFEV) 
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NON-OECD 
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Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
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UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
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